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MELISSA Sullivan
makes heads
turn. She is tall
and physical and

gives off the air of a pro-
fessional athlete but it’s her
shiny black leg that draws the
stares.

She was supermarket shop-
ping on the Gold Coast re-
cently when a child turned
excitedly and said, “Dad, look,
there’s a robot walking down
the aisle!” 

“I cracked up laughing,”
says Sullivan. “The father said
‘I’m so sorry!’ and I said ‘no,
that’s so cool. Does he want to
touch my leg?’”

It’s been a long and painful
journey for the former Adel-
aide rugby union team mem-
ber to get to this point. She
tells children she lost her leg
wrestling a crocodile. The
truth is sadder and more
worrying. Her leg was ampu-
tated above the knee after a
series of ankle operations by
an Adelaide orthopedic
specialist whose identity, and
that of his clinic, can not be
published. A settlement with
his insurers prohibits even
mention of its terms.

Her story, however, can be
told and began in Adelaide
about six years ago when she
broke her ankle three times in
succession; the first time at
step class at the gym, the sec-
ond when it gave way walking
in a hall, and the third walking
from her kitchen to the
lounge room. She would go
into plaster then break it
again. Frustrated, particularly
because she worked part-time
as a physical trainer, she
sought expert help. The
specialist thought a small
piece of bone in her ankle was
causing her to roll and recom-
mended removing the bone
and cleaning the ankle out.

“I recovered from that sur-
gery but what happened all
the time was that I would roll
over and dislocate my ankle,”
she says. “I could be on the
slightest incline and I would
dislocate. The ankle would
come out of the joint and pro-
trude.”

Dislocation felt like a
break, she says; it was the
same pain. She went back and
he confirmed the ankle was
still unstable. What happens
now, she asked him? He rec-
ommended a fusion of the
subtalar joint that controls
side to side movement of the
foot. She asked if she would
still be able to run and jump
and do all the things she liked
to do and he said yes, al-
though running might be a
problem. She agreed to under-
go the surgery because she
wanted her ankle fixed.

The nightmare was begin-
ning. After three months in
plaster she tried to walk but
her foot wasn’t flat to the
ground. She went back to the
specialist for review.

Unfortunately, he told her,
he would have to go back in.
This time he would do a dou-
ble subtalar fusion, which at-
tacked both sides of the ankle.
It was a bigger operation all
round.

The surgery went ahead
and she was in plaster for
three months, then in a moon
boot for another two. When it
came off, her foot was again in
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THE LAST 
WORD

MOUTHING OFF
(1) Hybrid: If you cross a
vampire with a teacher, you
get lots of blood tests. (2)
Newspaper headline: “Milk
drinkers are turning to pow-
der”. (3) Ageing: You know
you’re getting old when the
twinkle in your eye is merely
a reflection from the sun on
your bifocals. (4) In the Twit-
tersphere: “When sitting
down for a restaurant lunch
today, look at your fork &
consider the fact that it’s
probably been in at least
1000 other mouths.” – Aus-
tralian comedian Andy Lee.
(5) I am not making this up:
Frogs don’t have ribs.

INSIGHT
“Ignorance is bliss but it’ll
never replace sex.” – T-shirt
message.

QUOTE, UNQUOTE
“Grey hair is great. Ask any-
one who’s bald.” – US golfer
Lee Trevino.

KEEPING COUNT
6952 – The main-belt aster-
oid 6952 Niccolo was dis-
covered on May 4, 1986.

JUST A THOUGHT
If you think you have influ-
ence, try ordering someone
else’s dog around.

REMEMBER WHEN
Today is January 17, Kid
Inventors Day. On this day:
1928: Cricketer Ken Archer,
who played five Test match-
es for Australia (1950-51),
was born in Brisbane. 
1942: Media identity Ita But-
trose was born in Sydney.
1954: The South Australian
Symphony Orchestra, con-
ducted by Rudolf Pekarek,
performed a concert at Col-
ley Reserve, Glenelg.
1985: Radio station SAFM
listed Red Sails in the Sunset,
by Australian band Midnight
Oil, as Adelaide’s No 1 album.
1990: The Pogues, a Celtic
punk-folk band from Lon-
don, performed at the Old
Lion Hotel, North Adelaide.
1994: From the front page
of The Advertiser: “Tension is
mounting at Yatala prison’s
B Division after a decision to
halve inmates’ visiting
hours.”
1996: From the front page
of The Advertiser: “Shoppers
may be charged for plastic
supermarket bags and
tougher fines were likely
under a range of proposed
changes to South Australian
litter laws.”

TODAY'S 
THOUGHT
Keep on loving one an-
other as brothers and sis-
ters. Do not forget to
show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing
some people have
shown hospitality to an-
gels without knowing it. 
Hebrews 13:1-2
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