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SHOW RIDE TRAGEDY

“
How tragic.
What should

have been a great day 
out for the family. Feel 
for the parents and 
anyone who witnessed 
this tragedy unfold.
ANDREA JAMES

“
So sorry for all
concerned. My

condolences to the dear 
little girls family. What 
an unthinkable tragedy. 
I cannot imagine the 
shock that her family 
will be in. RIP little 
darling xx. 
DEB KELLY

“
So sad. 
Obviously she

passed the height 
requirement to get on 
the ride and at her age I 
loved these rides. A sad, 
freak accident which has 
ended in tragedy.
SARAH WINTERBOTTOM

“
Oh god this is so
very sad. Sincere

sympathy to her family 
and friends. 
TRISH CHATWIN

“
So, so sad — my
thoughts are

with the family and 
friends and also to 
anyone who witnessed 
this tragedy. 
TRACY WHITTON

“
Out of respect
for this little girl

and her family shut all 
the rides down for the 
remainder of the show. 
This is not the time to let 
the “show go on’. R.I.P. 
Little one.
MICHELLE EXTON

“
Absolutely
shocking and

feel for the family at this 
horrendous time. 
JAMIE HARVEY

“
So tragic for the
little one and

family.....thoughts are 
with you all at this very 
sad time, sincere 
condolences xx. 
ANGELA ROESLER

WHAT YOU 
ARE SAYING

UNTIL yesterday, the darkest
moment in the Royal Adelaide
Show’s history was the notori-
ous collapse of the Spin Drag-
on ride in 2000.

The ride, which had been in
danger of collapsing for years,
came crashing down and left
37 people injured - sparking
lengthy legal proceedings
against its operators.

The investigation found
that 44 out of 48 bolts on a sec-
tion of the Spin Dragon had
broken because of metal fa-
tigue. The Spin Dragon was
owned by Wittingslow Amuse-
ments, which was found guilty
of more than 30 charges of fail-
ing to protect the public and its
workers.

At the time, Industrial
Court Magistrate Richard
Hardy said that the accident

could have been avoided if
proper maintenance had been
carried out.

Mr Hardy found the com-
pany liable to pay $20,000 to
each victim and $147,500 in
other penalties, however Wit-
tingslow never paid because
the company had been de-
clared insolvent.

Victims later received be-
tween $2000 and $400,000
compensation, based on their
injuries, following a class-ac-
tion lawsuit and an out-of-
court settlement.

In 2006, there was another
accident at the Adelaide Royal
Show, involving the Twin Flip
ride.

Two girls were injured
when a carriage on the Twin

Flip came loose and dropped
on to a platform, trapping the
girls who were lucky to escape
serious injury.

Duncan Basheer Hannon
managing partner Peter Hum-
phries said the Spin Dragon
and yesterday’s situation could
be, from a legal perspective,
very different.

“There is only a claim to
compensation if you can dem-
onstrate that there has been
negligence,” he said. “In a case
like this, where the girl has fall-
en from the ride, the questions
focus on the directions given
by ride staff, the operation of

the ride and the harness or re-
straint holding her.

“If any of those elements
can be shown to be inadequate
as a result of negligence, then
there is a basis for a claim.”

Mr Humphries said that, if a
show ride was “inherently
dangerous” but operated prop-
erly and safely, no claim could
arise from an accident.

“However, if the case were
that someone has fallen and
been injured because a door
opened or a restraint did not
secure them, that would be a
straightforward negligence ac-
tion,” he said.

Accident evokes dark 
memories of our Show

INQUIRY: Investigators at the Royal Adelaide Show in 2000 inspect the damaged Spin Dragon.  Picture: MATT NETTHEIM

SEAN FEWSTER

Legal situation 
could be very 

different
L A W Y E R  P E T E R  

H U M P H R I E S

INJURED: A victim of the Spin Dragon collapse is taken to an 
ambulance. 
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"I invite you to put 
an AVJennings 
Community to 

the test!"

PUT US TO THE TEST...
Steve Waugh knows the value of home, family and the great outdoors.  

So, if you’re searching for the ideal community lifestyle to build  

your new home, come for a drive and test an AVJennings community.  

Test Eyre at Penfeld in the north or St Clair in the west. 

Test our range of land, test our display village, our townhouses and bring your bike,  
your walking shoes or a cricket bat and test our active open spaces.  

Off Womma Road, PenfeldCnr Actil Ave & Brocas Ave, St Clair
RLA 124472


