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A MAN who was raped while
in state care at the Magill
Training Centre is seeking a
$100,000 settlement from the
State Government.

The man, now aged 19, was
attacked by a fellow inmate
when he was an 11-year-old
ward of the state.

The Advertiser can reveal
that, despite a police investiga-
tion conducted into the De-
cember 2005 incident, the
offender was not charged.

Duncan Basheer Hannon
lawyer Matt DeGregorio said
the man had been subjected to
a horrific sexual assault that
had impacted the past eight-
plus years of his life.

“For an 11-year-old in a pris-
on to be raped by an older,
larger inmate would be very
traumatic,’’ he said.

“Besides the initial attack,
one of the most distressing as-
pects remains the fact that the
prison population is aware of
what took place because of the
circumstances.

“The sad fact is those he
has been in custody with
know about it and as a direct
result he has been the subject
of bullying and taunting for a
considerable period of time in
juvenile facilities and more
recently, in adult facilities.’’

Mr DeGregorio has been
acting for the man since 2008,
but an offer of $50,000 by the
Crown Solicitor’s Office last
month to settle the claim has
been rejected because it will es-
sentially see the man receive
nothing.

The CSO has stated it will
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the man has incurred from that
amount and legal and medical
costs incurred already total
more than $44,000.

Mr DeGregorio said the
move was “not uncommon’’.

“We have had other cases
that have settled in which the
Crown has insisted on any un-
paid fines being recovered,’’ he
said.

The $50,000 offer was
rejected earlier this month
and the counter claim of
$100,000 plus payment of
legal costs made, along with a
formal request to write off the
amount owed for the unpaid
fines.

“We inquire,” the counter
claim states, “as to whether
this is how your client wants to
deal with children who are sex-
ually abused and harmed while
in their care? 

“Is it necessary for your cli-
ent to insist on recovering the
money from the fines pay-
ment unit in these circum-
stances?’’

A CSO spokesman yester-
day said the department “can-
not comment on individual
cases, particularly if they are
the subject of ongoing legal
correspondence.’’

Now here’s a home to impress friends

GREAT OUTDOORS: The house has a pool and tennis court. 

TOM BOWDEN
REAL ESTATE EDITOR

THEY’VE wined and dined
high-profile guests in a house
built to display an art collec-
tion worth more than $1 mil-
lion.

And now the honorary con-
sul of the British consulate,
Adelaide, James Bruce, and his
wife Diana are selling their
College Park home.

The couple bought their 18a
Trinity St home in 2001 and
Mr Bruce says the home’s lo-
cation was a huge attraction.

“It boundaries St Peter’s
College and was the second-
to-last vacant block of land in
College Park and we got to-
gether with the architect, Tim
Evans, to design a home with
four bedrooms and a large
open area for entertaining,”

Mr Bruce said. “We’ve had
functions of up to 100 people
there.”

In his role as honorary con-
sul, Mr Bruce provides assist-
ance to any of the 250,000 
South Australian British pass-
port holders who are in distress.

As well as his consular du-
ties, Mr Bruce is managing di-
rector of Theodore Bruce
Auctioneers and Valuers,
which has enabled him to col-
lect art from around the world.

Mr and Mrs Bruce purpose-
built the home to showcase

their collection of oriental por-
celain and contemporary
glassware.

“We’ve built two display
cabinets into the house so one
of the walls separating the
kitchen and dining area from
the living room is actually a
glass cabinet and that holds
glass principally purchased
from the Jam Factory and
also through our travels
around the world from Venice
and the United States,” Mr
Bruce said.

The two-storey home, to be
sold by Klemich Real Estate,
features a back-to-base alarm
system, tennis court and swim-
ming pool. It is just one of the
multi-million dollar homes
due to hit the market in the
coming weeks as real estate
agents gear up for the tra-
ditional spring selling season.

YOUR SPRING GUIDE TO TOP BUYS 
AND THE HOT SUBURBS   IN TOMORROW’S

MOVING ON: James Bruce and his wife Diana are selling their home of 13 years. Pictures: SAM WUNDKE, JONATHAN KISSOCK
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The key to any lasting relationship; 

we aim to get it right, fi rst time. 
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