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Unsafe toys
found early
FIVE toys included in showbags set for sale at this year’s
Royal Adelaide Show have failed to meet safety standards and
a roulette game aimed at children was deemed to encourage
gambling, an inspection has
found.
Staff from Consumer and
Business Services inspected
more than 1000 toys and novelty items included in 183
showbags ahead of the popular
10-day event.
Five were found to be noncompliant with safety standards,
including
three
projectile toys that did not
carry labels warning about the
dangers of misusing them.

25 happiest
for women
WOMEN are happiest at the
age of 25 – but less than a decade later they hit the most
stressful time of their lives, at
34, researchers say.
The pressure of juggling
work with raising a family and
the household budget reaches
a peak at that age, a study of
2000 women has revealed.
It found women in their
mid-20s worry less about their
weight, looks, family and social
lives than those in their
mid-30s. One in five described
themselves as unhappy due to
stress. The top reason for stress
was not having enough money,
followed by health concerns.

DNA detail
‘not enough’
A MAN was acquitted of murdering another man during a
gang brawl because DNA samples found on a didgeridoo
were insufficient evidence, it
has been revealed.
The High Court yesterday
published reasons for its June
decision to quash Daniel Glenn
Fitzgerald’s conviction for
murdering Kym Drover.
Mr Fitzgerald, 27, and his coaccused Grant Andrew Sumner, 21, were each jailed for a
minimum of 20 years over Mr
Drover’s murder in June 2010.
The court ordered Mr Fitzgerald’s acquittal and release
from prison.
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Fearful of more bad news
PETER HUMPHRIES
THE current child sex abuse
scandal rocking Families SA
already has all the tragic hallmarks of those that have gone
before.
As a lawyer, it brings me no
joy to think that we are only at
the beginning of what could
well be another sad and distressing chapter in our State’s
history.
Seeing first-hand the pain
that parents are enduring is extremely difficult. They are devastated and angry and they

COMMENT

situation, whose previous complaints had fallen on deaf ears,
suddenly find their voice and
that’s a good thing.
My experience also tells me
that there could be a certain
amount of ducking and weaving by those who were perhaps
in a position to act on those
complaints.
Ducking and weaving is
never the answer.
In fact, it usually raises even
more questions and they are
often very serious ones.
This current case raises
many questions and just as

have every right to be. And,
three weeks on from the initial
allegations, I am fearful there
is more bad news to come.
Indeed, my experience in
dealing with sex abuse cases,
some four hundred over the
past decade, tells me that these
sorts of allegations are rarely
“one offs”.
Instead, what tends to happen is that other people who
may have been too frightened
to speak out about their own

many alarm bells. Why were
the complaints of the accused’s
co-workers not acted upon?
Why were the concerns of
worried parents deemed to be
“paranoid”?
The answers will hopefully
come via a full and thorough
inquiry into how a system, designed to protect the most vulnerable and fragile in our
community, could seemingly
fail so utterly in its charter.
I believe we must also consider a central record of complaints,
a
co-ordinated
approach to eliminate even the

remote possibility of a future
oversight.
That, when a complaint is
made, appropriate action is
taken and processes are followed; that parents, often
frightened and vulnerable
themselves, are treated with
dignity and respect and offered
the support they need and deserve.
PETER HUMPHRIES IS MANAGING
PARTNER AT DUNCAN BASHEER
HANNON. HE IS ACTING FOR THE
FAMIILIES OF THREE OF THE ALLEGED VICTIMS.

Vanished - abuse evidence missing
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“They (the carers) are told
the log book is the most important thing in the house,’’
the source said.
“Every incident is logged,
even a skun knee gets logged.
The pages are numbered,
everything goes in there. For
one to go missing is most unusual because of their importance in the daily running of the
house.’’
The source said they were
aware an incident involving
the charged man had been
logged in the book. It allegedly
involved an incident that one
of the children in the house
had complained about to another carer.
Police yesterday said it was
“not appropriate that we make
any comment’’ when asked if
their investigation into the
man had located all log books
from the care house.
A Families SA spokesperson said: “As all matters in relation to the employment of
the alleged offender are currently under police investigation it would be inappropriate
to comment at this time.”
The development follows a
revelation in The Advertiser
yesterday that the mother of
one of the seven children allegedly abused by the carer had
reported her suspicions to
Families SA in early 2012 —
two years before he was
charged by police.
The mother said she was
told she was a “paranoid mother’’ when she raised concerns
her child was being sexually
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abused at the time, but was last
month offered an apology by
Families SA for not adequately
investigating her complaint.
Education and Child Development Minister Jennifer
Rankine yesterday came under
increasing pressure to explain
why the public had not been
informed of all incidents Families SA was aware of involving
the man. She again said legal
advice from the Crown Solicitor and police prevented her
from revealing more details
about the man’s history.
The Advertiser revealed on
July 25 the man had been the
subject of a complaint by coworkers that resulted in an internal
investigation
that
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cleared him to return to work
with children. Police Commissioner Gary Burns confirmed
this on August 5.
When asked about the latest revelation yesterday, Ms
Rankine said: “You’re asking
me to confirm a situation that
I’m not prepared to confirm.
“I’m not running to the
Crown Solicitor every time
someone runs a story in The
Advertiser. What is very clear
from Crown, what is very clear
from the police is that we cannot speak of things that go to
this person’s character and to
confirm situations as you are
putting to me would absolutely
do that.
“If there are to be state-

ments made about this case the
police commissioner (Gary
Burns) made it very clear last
week that it’s his investigation,
he will determine what information is released and when.”
She also said she had not
personally apologised to the
mother, but would be willing to
apologise to all the families.
“I would be willing to personally apologise to all of the
families and I have made it
clear to the taskforce that is
managing this that if and when
any of the families want to
meet with me I’m prepared to
do that.
“ I haven’t had any requests
put to me at this point in time,”
she said.

“I absolutely understand
and would have expected that
people who were visiting these
families to impart this devastating news would offer an
apology.
“It’s only the decent and
right thing to do.”
Opposition leader Steven
Marshall last night repeated
his call for Ms Rankine to resign over her handling of the
scandal.
“Minister Rankine has repeatedly refused to be open
and honest with the people of
South Australia regarding
these deeply disturbing allegations,’’ he said.
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